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Have you ever noticed that people relate to (aatifferent way?3

One person might feel closest to God when thei#titag looking at
the ocean.

But this might completely bore another Christian!

Instead, they feel most connected to God, and owaplete within
themselves, when they dnelping peoplen otherpractical ways.

One person might feel God’s presence through stgdyie Bible and
praying in a quiet place.

But for another person, this is just an invitatiorsleep!

That’s why it's been said more than once, thatégtimes are simply
a case omind over mattreds

Just like people have very different personaliéied giftings,

...Just as we all have a different ‘love language’ vehee interact and
relateto each other

So does each and every one of us have a diffe@anthat we ‘relate’
to God — our Spiritual Love Language towards God!
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In fact - there are well over sevedifferent and unique ways that

each of us can relate to God!

Today, this Bible study will transform many of dugarts and minds.

This message has the power to set many of usaneediscover the
REAL way that God hawired us upto worship and relate to Him.

Because - in spirituality, one size DOES NOT fit al

Let’'s have a look at these seven pathways, and/ises one ‘fits’
you best this morning.

They are:
ne Relational Pathway

ne Intellectual Pathway

ne Serving Pathway

ne Contemplative Pathway
ne Activist Pathway

ne Creation Pathway

The Worship Pathway

NoohowdE
o R e e e

While most of us will have just one pathwayany of us will be able
to identify withsome of the otheias well.

For each Devotional Pathway, we will look at:
- A relevant Scripture verse
- Explanation of the pathway
- Application of the pathway
Relevance of this pathway in my life/how | score
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So, let’s take a look at our first one, the RelaidPathway to God.

1. The Relational Pathway

Someone with a relational pathway to God would Htaecone
another’ verses underlined in their
Bible! Such as:

Hebrews 10:25 Let us not give up

meeting together, as some are in tl
habit of doing, but let us encourage one anahiehe-and
more as you see the Day approaching.

Many people who start following Jesus - fielvotiongreading
Scripture, praying and thinking about Gauh) their ownvery hard
work!

No matter how much they try, how focused they arelmat method
they use,

...they always end up with the same resyirir/ate andpersonal
devotions bore them!

They don'tmeet Christ in their ‘quiet time’, and they go aweaeling
disappointed with God and themselves.
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And if later on, they decide to get really ‘spiatuand try something
like a ‘silent retreat’, or even a ‘spiritual redéit’ on their own they
come back depressed and disappointed.

The longer they'ren their ownwith God, the more depressed they
become.

However, when they're part gfoup devotions with others, they join
in the discussion with passion and enthusiasm!

They enjoy the experience of ‘meeting God - witieos, and go
away feeling spiritually energized!

And if they go on a spiritual retreatsth others they come back on a
high, ...because they neacommunityelemenin their devotions —
they just need peodle

If you are this type of person, you may well hagk quilty about
your lack of ability to ‘find God’_on your own

The church may have even pressured you to ‘se€katgfor
yourself’, and as a result you may feel guilty,edtéd and a spiritual
failure.

The good news for you this morning, is to accept Bnd has made
you, and how He has ‘wired you up’ to relate andnzt with His
loving heart!

If you are like this, find one or two others wha@knjoy coming to
God this way.
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Get started on meeting together on a fairly regodesis, and, when

that's working well, experiment with your own deawostill you find
something reasonably effective.

Your own devotions may never be brilliant, but thdye much better
than they've been, because inspiration from tjreup devotions will
lift your private devotions to a new level.

As far as | can tell, people with bright, bubblyt-@oing personalities
are particularly attracted to the relational pathhwa

...Just as intellectual and contemplative pathway jpeedpn't usually
incline to this pathway at all!

Relational Pathway To God

Is this how | relate to God and find fulfilment my life towards Him?

< I I | >

Not Really Maybe some of thedi Definitely!

2. The Intellectual Pathway

Somebody who relates to God through their
intellect will probably have"™ Timothy
2:15 underlined in their Bible!

KJVv Study to show thyself approved
unto God, a workman that needs not to be igéitlgmed, r
dividing the word of truth.



People with an Intellectual Pathway to God probaidp have a
degree or two in theology hanging upon their offiadl as well!

You see, some people get closest to God when théyair Bible
reading or Quiet Time witBtudy BiblesandBible commentaries

...because they love wrestling with profound issuesdifficult
qguestions - and breakthroughs bring them very diog&od.

These people hardly evget excited at services that focus on people's
stories and testimonies - because they're lodkingomething that
stimulategheir minds

Without that stimulation they're restless and urifetl, because their
hearts and wills are never moved until threindsare challenged by
truth.

But once their minds are convinced about somethiey, can have an
extraordinary influence for good and find a deegspan for Christ!.

They come to God by the intellectual pathway.

Paul, trained by the top teacher of the day (A8Rand with his huge
emphasis on the mind (Ro 12.2 etc), came to Gatibyoute - and
he reshaped the religious world of his day.

Martin Luther, who rediscovered justification bytifia and John
Calvin with his teaching on the sovereignty of Godth probably
came to God by the intellectual pathway.
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So just as relational pathway people need to dpwslys in
which they can get closer to God,

...Intellectual pathway people should do the samd tHmir pathways
will be very different.

If you are this type of person, you may well finouyself studying the
Scriptures, ancient texts and even the originali&blanguages in
order to bring you closer to God!

In your ‘devotional times’, arm yourself with a p#rand pad.
Get yourself with the best study materials and soau can buy.

No doubt the Bible you bought with you today wid B NIV Study
Bible or something similar.

Buy yourself several Bible commentaries, and dateological
dictionaries such as Millard EricksoiCiristian Theology

You don't need to get all these books at onceiflyou can get some
tools to help you with your devotional reading dhithking, you too
will find a ‘freedom and liberty’ like never befdre

Intellectual Pathway To God

Is this how | relate to God and find fulfilment my life towards Him?

< | | | >

Not Really Maybe some of thedi Definitely!
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3. The Serving Pathway

Someone who has a devotional pathwhy
serving will probably have this verse
underlined in their Bible:

Colossians 3:23 Whatever you do, work dk yeuthheart,
as working for the Lord, not for men, 24 &moe yloak
you will receive an inheritance from the t®nchiak # is
the Lord Christ you are serving.

Those people with a Serving Pathway, get closeGioiw when they're
helping othersdo the work of the Kingdom.

You can always tell who these people are becausa wu ask them
when they feel closest to God they'll saywllsen they're serving

...notwhen they're praying or singing or doing othefigieus"
things, which they may also enjoy up to a point.

I've heard of a man who took early retirement almiftesd to just
across the street from a church so he could spmreda days a week
doing voluntary work around the church - becauseegls closest to
Godwhen he's serving
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When this church had one of their baptismal sesyittas Board

member was in tears as he watched person aftesrpbesng baptized
because he'd had a little part in these peopl@sjtairney.

Take away this man's opportunity to serve and yolo'se the door on
his pathway to God.

Many in our church here are like that man, andygsometimes get
impatient with them and want to get them fired bpw& "more
important” things.

But this is where ‘unity through diversity’ is smportant, for all of
us, no matter what our ‘Devotional Pathway’ may be.

Those of us who are Relational or Intellectualewen Contemplative
or Worship driven — may think that ‘servers’ are¢ as ‘spiritual’ as
we are, or that they don’t worship God properly!

Let me share a Scripture with you that might hed@ll understand
the vital significance of ‘service’ being a valigpgession of worship
to the Lord!

Zechariah 14:20 talks about the mundane thingjgeilbecoming holy
and consecrated unto God, ‘Even the trash caagabking pots in
the house of the Lord will be considered as holy anvorthy
sacrifice of worship unto the Lord!

Isn’t that wonderfully liberating and freeing! Yioservice to God is
an expression of holy worship unto His holy Name!
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We need to recognize the devotional pathway ofisgnand help any
serving people in our church to find the activitibsy'd love to help
with,

...because if they can find their niche, they too gitbw strongly in
Christ with a huge spin-off for their devotiondeli

Serving Pathway To God

Is this how | relate to God and find fulfilment my life towards Him?
< I I |

»
h | | ! -

Not Really Maybe some of thedi Definitely!

4. The Contemplative
Pathway

Someone with a devotional pathway of
contemplation might have Psalm 51:10
underlined in their Bible:

Create in me a pure heart, O God, and refast/spstead
within me.



Some people get closest to God when they spenddengds of time
on their own with him,

...enjoying his presence, meditating on his goodrtes¥king through
great issues like suffering and the cry of the poor

...writing songs that bless us, poems that challesgand books that
stretch us.

They come to God by the contemplative pathway.

They love beinglonewith God for long periods, and they tend to
steer away from relational activities because peapd activities
drain them.

Contemplatives live for their relationship with Gdldey are happiest
when they gaze into his face and worship him wily Ipassion.

Contemplatives may not be as large a group as sbthe other
groups, but they've exerted an extraordinary arfee on the Church
through the ages.

Augustine had a contemplative side - as did ThofAtasnas, the
great thinker of the High Middle Ages.

Indeed Aquinas said that; ‘we know the bliss ofteamplation in
direct proportion to our withdrawal from the workthdthat desire is
the most important thing in the contemplative life.

However, contemplation is easier for some tharotbers.



Do you get closest to God when you’re enjoyingdrssence on your
own?

When you talk about your relationship with him,ya always focus
on loving him, being his friend and adoring him eatnan anything
else?

Do you want everyone else to have a ‘personaliogiship’ with God
as a loving Father?

If you do, the contemplative pathway probably suds best, so get
started on this pathway and learn from some ofutiters I've
mentioned

Then you too will grow and flourish in your walk twiChrist.

But a caution for those of us who do NOT have aewoplative
pathway. Don't try to pressure these types of people intacae
active, service-focused faith.

They're reflective thinkers more than servers, Wwmgers more than
activists.

Let them exercise their God-given ministry and dewal pathway of
introspection and contemplation.

And a word of caution for those of us who are &efive
contemplators’, don’t try to make others followd3dke you do —
you'll bore them to death!



14

Contemplative Pathway To God

Is this how | relate to God and find fulfilment my life towards Him?
| N

< |
»

N | | |

Not Really Maybe some of thedi Definitely!

5. The Activist Pathway

A person with an Activist Devotional
Pathway would possibly havé' lohn 3:17
underlined in their Bible!

If anyone has material possessions andtbeesrisebobbut
has no pity on him, how can the love of G@® be in h

People with an Activist Pathway to God probabhatelwell to Peter,
the ‘activist’ amongst the disciples of Jesus!
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Mark 14:47 Then one of those standing near drevswbrd and
struck the servant of the high priest, cuttinghoff ear.

Some people feel closest to God when they're liginine edgef
their potential!

Charging into battle to lead great causes and great churches or
ministries,

...when the odds are overwhelmingly stacked agaimeshthnd the
only hope of victory is divine intervention.

Moses, Elijah and Habakkuk in the Bible probablsneao God by
this pathway. John Wesley leading the chargspartual renewal
and social reform.

George Whitefield preaching himself into exhausfimm the day he
was ordained.

D L Moody amazing his associates with how much ide-chis
colleagues often commenting that he did the worthiede men by
himself!

These men, and many others felt closest to Goahwiey cried out
In desperation "O God, save us!"

These most gifted activists are generals in Gady and gather
round them armies of helpers who share their ghestms,

...living for the same cause and pouring themselvésvdb the same
passion.

Activists get things done, and they get their pas$or God, and from
God - through activity and action!
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So see if you incline to this pathway — ask yourise$ question.

Do you get closest to God when you're fightingjtmstice, leading the
charge to help the poor,

...writing letters to government and newspaper editamsg calling the
Church to wake from its apathy and get on with wigrthe world for
Christ?

If you do, you’re probably aactivist pathwayperson!

If your Devotional Pathway to God is as an Activatvelop
appropriate devotions, which may include discigithike journaling,
to focus your energy.

But remember this: for all their passion, actwiddb sometimes fall
Into ‘burn out’ and depression through taking tleativism too far, as
Elijah did in the Bible.

Activist Pathway To God

Is this how | relate to God and find fulfilment my life towards Him?

< | | | >

Not Really Maybe some of thedi Definitely!




6. The Creation Pathway

Someone who has a devotion pathway
of creation, will probably have
Romans 1:20 underlined in their Bible:

For since the creation of the worl
God’s invisible qualities—nhis eternal powenandtdna—
have been clearly seen, being understoodhdbeamat
made, so that men are without excuse.

Some people feel closest to God when they getti@matural
splendor of creation,

...praying outdoors, living where they can see greats, walking on
tracks across great mountains and holidaying irofe®n spaces.

Put them "somewhere in creation" and God seemsclesg.

Tie them down to living and working in great citssghout any
respite and they dry up inside.

They're creation pathway people and need regulaacbwith
creation to get close to God.

Many through the ages have been like them. Antljbayn 251ad)
made famous by Athanasius' writings, said God'okjavas the
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nature of created things and whenever he wisheeait God's words,
that book was at hand.

Bernard of Clairvaux (1090-1153ad) the most inflisdrieader of his
age, said that we find more of God in creatioanttve'll ever find in
books; woods and stones teach us what we can hegefrom any
other teacher.

Francis of Assisi (1182-1226) was another who lom@gtion and
enjoyed it greatly.

Jonathan Edwards (1703-1758) the great New Endlaalogian,
alluded to creation frequently.

More recently millions of Christians have delightedsing,

"O Lord my God/ When | in awesome wonder/ Consalethe works
Thy hands have made ... Then sings my soul, myo$&od to Thee/
How great Thou art, how great Thou art..."

Creation nourishes the faith of millions and isqtal for many
thousands.

So do you fit the mold of a devotional pathway oé&ion?
Do you get closest to God when you're out in caegti

...feel frustrated when you’re jubsteningto speakers and singing
many songs,
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...and are more movealt in naturethan you ever are in church or
fighting for social causes?

If you're like this, you're probably areation pathwayerson!
So develop a spiritual formation plan that mayu@ shifting your
devotionsout of doorswhenever possible, moving to another location,

changing where you go for holidays, and so on.

Then other experiences, like attending church, gtome more
meaningful because you’re connecting with God oegallar basis.

But a special caution.
Cosmic New Age philosophy also claims to find godeation.

They go as far to say that ‘God IS creation, thadl G within all
creation!’

It IS true that creation can point us to God, betdquestion must be
asked — ‘which god does it point us towards?”’

The God of Scripture, although revealed in creatoam only be
found within the concepts of Scripture.

Combine Scripture with creation, and you will hameaningful and
satisfying devotional life!

Creation Pathway To God

Is this how | relate to God and find fulfilment my life towards Him?

< | | | >

Not Really Maybe some of thedi Definitely!
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/. The Worship
Pathway

The person who has a devotional
pathway of worship — probably has most,
if not portions of ALL the Psalms
underlined in their Bible!

Indeed, some people, like David in the Bible, fdekest to God when
they're worshipping with their whole being Ps 163.1

Praise the LORD, O my soul; all my inmostibeihgg, poly
name. 2 Praise the LORD, O my soul, anddibrget no
benefits— 3 who forgives all your sins arid/beals al
diseases, 4 who redeems your life from thewmisaral
with love and compassion, 5 who satisfieegouititigsod
things so that your youth is renewed likéshe eagle

Some people come to God by the Worship Pathwayuiseearship
IS their greatest delight.
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I've heard about a business leader who had atteagedticular

church for many years,

...but all he got from this church was a lot of headwledge and an
empty heart that craved for something more.

Then he started attending a friend's church inbeergiart of town
where they worshipped with a lot of spirit and parss

...and for the first few weeks he cried like a bakbytigh the services
because he'd found the God-honoring worship heldgel for, for
years.

Discovering meaningful worship was like a dam bneglnside him.
Then he joined a church like his friend's chureid aow whenever
he's got a big business decision to make, or haverflowing heart,
he takes some worship CDs and goes for a long drikes car.

Sometimes he has to pull over to the side of thd mecause God's
presence so overwhelms him that he can no longes.dr

Worship is his primary pathway to God and manyun churches are
like him.

Without that worship, which is their lifeline to @pthey die inside.

So do you fit the devotional pathway of Worshipmgone who feel
closest to God when you worship him with abandortraed passion?
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If you do, them very carefully develop a spiritt@mation plan that
builds in vast amounts of worship,

Buy all the worship CD’s you can. Learn an instratt® help you in
your personal worship of God.

Join the worship team and begin to influence arehgthen others
too.

...because if you can get the worship your hearts fong/ou too will
find "freedom and liberty" and be very fruitful f@hrist.

Worship Pathway To God

Is this how | relate to God and find fulfilment my life towards Him?

< | | | >

Not Really Maybe some of thedi Definitely!

Using The Devotional Pathways

Now some quick comments to help us find and useathways.

First, many of us have one primary pathway
and elements of some of the others.

So someone who comes to God by the intellectuadwaat may also
have a contemplative tendency (the two sometimdsggther),
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...they might also be an activist when fired up alsmrbething,

love being out in creation, and know moments ofpdemotion when
worshipping with others.

But their whole relationship with God grows outtleéir daily times of
profound "intellectual” reflection on the Bible.

Although we may enjoy parts of all seven devotiastgles, you will
find you have just one pathway as your primary wathto
worshipping and enjoying God.

Second, when we've found our primary
pathway, we shouldean into itwith all our
might!

What a tragedy that we can live for years and yeiaingally cut off
from the God we adore.

So if we're relational pathway people, let's fillrdives with the
friendships and activities that bring us close tmlG

Or if we come by other pathways, let's lean inentlso we find the
deeper walk with God to which He calls us.

Third, once we're established in our primary
pathway, we should also experiment with
other pathways.

They'll all help us grow to maturity in Christ.

So the serving pathway people will benefit fromdiag intellectually
stimulating books and articles from time to time.
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Activists can sit out in creation for a while oy the

contemplative approach.

Contemplatives might try coming out of their se@uasand
experiment being with the relational types -thdglle to have you!

To really grow, lean into your pathway but expemmeith others so
you grow to full maturity.

Fourth, if we're in leadership we should try to
help everyone in our churches identify their
pathway.

When we do, we give them a gift that will blessithealk with Christ
to the end of their lives.

This study is simple tool to help the average Giamsfind their
devotional pathway.

Study it more, as a leader, develop your own dewatipathway, and
then lead others to do the same by your example.

So take an extra copy, and give it to all yournfde and loved ones!

Give it to people and encourage them to lean imkar pathway once
they've found it.

Fifth, we should also remember that we have
people from all the pathways in our service
today.

So we, and our worship leaders, should remembgmthen we plan
and lead our services.
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Perhaps we're intellectual types with a contemadireak, and our
services reflect this.

But what about the worship pathway people who mais&e if they
can't get the worship they yearn for?

Or maybe we're full-on activist types who speak kad with huge
emotion and passion.

But do our services also provide for the contennaatand
intellectuals who crave moments of quiet and réfi@¢ and messages
that speak to the mind as well as the heart?

We try our best to provide variety and opportusifier each of us to
express our worship to God in the way He has wiasdp.

If you don’t find fulfillment one week, come badket next — chances
are that you'll find it then.

So, what devotional pathway are you?

ne Relational Pathway

ne Intellectual Pathway

ne Serving Pathway

ne Contemplative Pathway
ne Activist Pathway

ne Creation Pathway

ne Worship Pathway

o e e e B e

Let’s pray together!



