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Today I want to give you three specific tools and skills in order for 
you  to understand and receive the benefit of God’s Word within your 
situation today: 
 

1. The Power of Scripture! 
2. The Promise of Scripture!  
3. The Purpose of Scripture! 

 
Let’s pray as we open God’s Holy Word this morning! 

 
Slide/Video # 2                       Inspirational Video:  

 
What if … 

…our Bible were just as important as our cell phone? 
…we treated it like we couldn’t live without it 

…when we forgot it, we went back to get it 
…we had lots of gadgets to keep us connected to it 

…we always had it close by in case of an emergency 
…we carried it around in our purses or pockets 

…we checked it throughout the day for new messages 
…we were constantly going over our minutes every month 

…we made sure our battery never ran low  
What if … 

…our Bible were just as important as our cell phone? 
 



Video available for viewing from: www.TeAtatuBaptist.com 
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Please open your Bibles to Hebrews 4:12 
 

For the word of God is living and active. 
Sharper than any double-edged sword, it 

penetrates even to dividing soul and spirit, joints 
and marrow; it judges the thoughts and attitudes 

of the heart. 
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1. The Power of Scripture!  
 

The story has been told of a native in the deepest darkest jungle of 
Africa, who proudly displayed his Bible to an enemy soldier during 

WW2. 
 
“We’ve outgrown that sort of thing,” the soldier said with pride and 
disdain.  
 
The native smiled back, “It’s a good thing we haven’t. If it weren’t for 
this book, you’d be our main menu for dinner tonight!” 
 
The word of God – IS living and active! 
 
It had the power to change our hearts and lives at the very deepest and 
base level possible.  
 
The truth of God’s Word can change a prostitute into a princess – a 
daughter of the King – and remove all her guilt and shame! 
 



It can transform a drug addict into a pastor, a wife basher into a loving 
husband, and a sinner into a saint! 
 
It has the power to destroy the power of addiction in your life and 
empower you to be free and in turn set others on the path to freedom! 
 
The power to do all this, resides within the book you hold within your 
hands this morning – as it is infused and empowered by the Spirit of  
the Living God.  
 
Depending on what translation you have, this verse in the KJV says, 
the Word of God is quick and powerful. 
 
The word translated “powerful” (energes) is the word from which we 
get energy and 
energetic.  
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The word literally 
means “at work.”  
 
God’s Word IS at 
work within our 
hearts and lives 
today! 
 
Charles Swindoll comments, “News articles may inform us. Novels 
may inspire us. Poetry may enrapture us. But only the living, active 
Word of God can transform us.” 
 
Like a sharp sword which can lay open the human body with one 
slashing blow, so the sword of the Scripture can open our inner life 
and expose it to ourselves and to others. 
 
In the Roman world there were two distinctly different swords.  



 
There was the large sword, it was long, heavy and destructive.  
 
And there was a shorter sword, it was lightweight and double-edged 
and deadly because it cut both ways.  
 
This is what Peter used to cut off the ear of the servant of the High 
priest in the garden of Gethsemane on the night of Jesus’ arrest (Mark 
14:47).  
 
When the Roman soldiers were marching to war or engaged in the 
heat of battle, it was this same sword that was used as a surgical knife 
to cut away dead skin, damaged limbs or ruptured organs that were no 
longer of any use. 
 
What the author is saying is that God’s Word can reach into the 
innermost recesses of our being!  
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It can remove areas 
of death and decay 
and can bring 
healing and 
restoration! 
 
No heart is too tough 
and no soul is too 
dark.  
 
When God wills it, 
his word can pierce 

anyone, as a certain Mr. Thorpe in the 18th century Bristol found out.  
 
Thorpe was a part of a band of men who called themselves, the ‘Hell 
Fire Club.’  



 
Their reason for existence was to mock and ridicule the work of the 
famed evangelist, George Whitefield.  
 
On one occasion, the ‘Hell-Fire Club’ gathered at a pub for such 
mockery.  
 
Mr. Thorpe offered his brilliant imitation of Whitefield, whom he and 
his friends called, ‘Mr Squintum’ because of Whitefield’s squinting 
eyes.  
 
He delivered his sermon with brilliant accuracy, perfectly imitating his 
tone and facial expressions as he quoted Scripture and Whitefield’s 
exposition.  
 
Suddenly amidst the laughter he had to sit down for he was pierced 
through by the very words he was speaking with mockery, and was 
converted on the spot. 
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Mr. Thorpe was a thoroughly 
nasty man, engaged in a nasty 
action yet the Word of God 
pierced his heart and changed 
him in an instant.  
 
Mr. Thorpe went on to be a 
prominent Christian leader in 
the city of Bristol – winning 
many souls to the Lord.  
 
But here’s the thing! 
 

The Word of God, in no matter what form it embodies, is alive and 
active! 



 
It is NOT dead words on a page, just as our Saviour’s body is NOT 
dead in a grave! 
 
It’s as if the ink were still wet on the pages of Scripture! 
 
It IS living and active. 
 
Amen?! 
 
Or is it??? 
 
IS the Word of God alive and active in your life and situation? 
 
When tragedy or triumph comes across your path, what determines 
your reaction to it? 
 
And WHEN does the Bible 
become the Word of God? 
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Is it alive and active as it stays 
dormant on our bedside tables – 
or does it become alive and 
active as we read and obey it? 
 
Can I take the exact words from 
within a Bible, cut them out and  
rearrange them into a different 
story, perhaps a science fiction 
novel, and they still retain the 
title, power and conviction of 
being ‘The Word of God’? 
 



I had to wrestle with this understanding as I changed from a codex 
(book) Bible, into a digital PDA – with the words sitting as binary 
code on a magnetic 2 ½ centimetre micro hard drive. 
 
Honestly!  Where is the power and divinity? Within the words inside a 
book – or as binary digital code -  or as words with concepts attached 
that are intended to be read and applied to your life – even in digital 
format? 
 
Is it the words that we read that are alive and active, or is it when the 
Spirit of God breathes upon those words and they have an impact 
upon our hearts and lives that changes and influences our views on 
God, the world, ourselves, and our situation.  
 
God’s Word is full of living POWER, and it is waiting to be activated 
in your heart and life today! 
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2. The Promise of Scripture 
 

“So is my word that goes out from my mouth; It will not return to me 
empty, but will accomplish what I desire and achieve the purpose for 

which I sent it.” (Isaiah 55:11) 
 

This is the same voice that uttered the world into existence, defeated 
armies, and some day will speak His judgment to the world. 

 
And you’d better believe it, that a day of reckoning is coming, for 
Christians and non-Christians alike!   (Romans 14:10, 2nd Corinthians 
5:10) 
  
And on that great and mighty day, EVERY knee will bow and confess 
to the Lordship of Christ. (Isaiah 45:23, Romans 14:11) 
 



The One who was mocked and crucified, will sit upon a glorious 
throne and judge each one of our hearts before Him. (Psalm 110:6, 
Matthew 25:32) 
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Listen, you’re gonna to have to do it one day anyway. 
 
Why leave it for the day of judgment – when only heartbreak and loss 
will follow? 
 
The opportunity presents itself to you today, for you to bow your knee 
to the Lordship of Christ now.  
 
With some sadness, I must tell you, that on that great and final day of 
judgment, the Father will remind you of the opportunity presented to 
you today, should you ignore it. (Ezekiel chapter 33) 
 



Because Scripture discerns our spiritual condition – it is sharper than 
any double-edged sword, it penetrates even to dividing of soul and 
spirit, joints and marrow; it judges the thoughts and attitudes of the 
heart. 
 
It is about our wrestling with the Word of God until we can say in 
unison with the apostle Paul, “Jesus Christ came to save sinners of 
whom I am the worst.” 
 
Our churches need to be places of real worship, reverence, and radical 
openness to the Word.  
 
When those who are ‘playing church,’ who are stranded between 
Egypt and the Promised Land, truly enter into his presence and are 
confronted with his holiness. 
 
Because let’s be real, some of the most proud, unapproachable, 
prejudiced, overconfident  and self righteous people I have ever met – 
have been Christians.  
 
And this tells me - that we all need to come to the place where we will 
have our flippant, shallow ‘churchianity’ stripped away - crying out 
that we are indeed ruined 
and dirty. 
 
That all our righteous acts 
are as filthy rags before the 
Lord. (Isaiah 64:6)  
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(I don’t want to go into the 
literal translation of the 
words ‘Filthy Rags’. 
 



But to say – that our pride, good deeds, love and devotion towards 
God – if based in our own efforts and righteousness – is one of the 
most embarrassing and unclean attitudes possible –in God sight.  
 
In this verse from Isaiah – God chooses to communicate this truth 
within words that boarder on crude or obscene.  
 
Such is the value of our sinful human pride and righteousness in the 
eyes of a holy God!) 
 
We must come to the place - where we can say without a doubt, ‘I am 
a sinner saved by grace!’ 
 
This is the power and promise of the Word that caused Adam and Eve 
to realize their nakedness in the garden.  
 
This is the power and the promise of the Word that caused Peter to fall 
on his knees in acknowledgment of his sin before Christ.  
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This is the promise of 
the Word that caused 
Paul to transform 
from persecutor of 
the Church to the 
greatest European 
ambassador and 
missionary for Christ 
that ever lived! 
 
Indeed, on the road to 
Damascus, it is the 
very Word of God 
that knocked Paul 
from his high horse 



and blinded him with the truth of his heart.  
 
This ‘living and active’ Word reaches to the depths of our existence 
and lays bare who we really are before the all-seeing God.  
 
And we see that our righteousness is like filthy rags before the 
splendour of the King.  
 
Our confrontation by the Word brings us in touch with the truth of 
God’s perceptiveness.  
 
God sees us inside-out.  
 
The question is whether we realize it and, by his grace, join him in 
investigating our true spiritual conditions. 
 
We tend to think of great faith in terms of following God in the 
accomplishing of great deeds in the world or of overcoming great 
obstacles.  
 
Yet, true faith must begin with a face-to-face experience with God in 
his Word, by which we journey to the inner recesses of our own 
hearts. 
 
The confrontation by God’s living, piercing Word begins and must be 
a trademark of the true life of faith. 
 
Scripture must be the catalyst that transforms and informs our 
conscience.  
 
Indeed, Scripture must BECOME our conscience, determining what is 
right and what is wrong – because it is only through the Scriptures that 

we are able to know what is sinful in our lives. (Romans 7:7) 
 

Indeed, it is  Scripture that must also hold us accountable to God, our 
selves – and others.  



 
Mark Twain once said: ‘Most people are bothered by those passages 

of Scripture which they cannot understand; but as for me, I have 
always noticed that the passages in Scripture which trouble me most 

are those which I do understand.’ 
 

“Now we know that whatever the law says, it says to those who are 
under the law, so that every mouth may be silenced, and the whole 

world held accountable to God.” (Romans 3:19) 
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3. The Purpose of Scripture!  
 
Have you ever wondered why Scripture exists – I mean, why did God 
bring it about? 
 
The purpose of Scripture is to reveal the love and salvation of God. 
 
It provides instruction for both the salvation and sanctification of our 
lives! 
 
It is not just to be read as an historic novel or ancient literature. 
 
It is alive and active TODAY, right now. 
 
When the Bible speaks to you, it is as if God Himself is doing the 
talking. 
 
That is why a response is required. 
 
That is why the Bible says that… 
 
“Today if, you hear his voice, do not harden your hearts.” (Hebrews 
4:7b) 



 
“Do not merely listen to the word, and so deceive yourselves. Do what 
it says. Anyone who listens to the word but does not do what it says is 
like a man who looks at his face in a mirror and, after looking at 
himself, goes away and immediately forgets what he looks like. But 
the man who looks intently into the perfect law that gives freedom, 
and continues to do this, not forgetting what he has heard, but doing it 
– he will be blessed in what he does.” (James 1:22-25) 
 
You see, God is speaking to your heart and life today. 
 
The question from today’s Bible study is not, HAS God spoken to 
you, but HOW has God spoken to you. 
 
And the first thing God wants you to hear and know, is how much He 
loves and forgives you. 
 
Slide # 14 – Photo below 

 
He wants you to 
know how much 
He has already 
been at work in 
your heart and life, 
whether you are a 
Christian or not, 
drawing you closer 
to His heart of love 
and compassion 
towards you. 
 
You see, God IS at 
work within your heart and life. 
 
He already IS blessing you, showering you with blessings and 
provisions. 



 
It’s just that we are sometimes so consumed with our own plans and 
pleasures, that we fail to see His hand upon our lives.  
 
We fail to see and understand that He died on the Cross to make a 
bridge between us and God. 
 
There’s this beautiful old chorus that starts out: 
 
I owed a debt I could not pay, He paid a debt He did not owe. I needed 
someone to take my sin away. 
 
The best news you will ever hear is that Jesus paid the debt of sin and 
death that we are eternally unable to pay, but which is demanded by 
God who is holy and pure. 
 
On the Cross 2000 years ago, Jesus didn’t die for you, as much as He 
died ‘as’ you. 
 
He took my place, He took your place on the Cross of Calvary so that 
you and I could begin our journey of loving and following the Father. 
 
That’s why the Bible says that salvation, or becoming a Christian, is 
both an event and a process. (John 3:3,  Philippians 2:12) 
 
Because Jesus didn’t just die for you, Jesus died as you. 
 
But you know what, there’s more to the story than that. 
 
In fact, some of us have heard all this 1000 times and some of us have 
even got desensitized to it, and it has little impact upon our lives. 
 
The reason for this – is that there is more to the sacrifice of Christ than 
His atoning death on the cross. 
 
Not only did Jesus die for us, as us. 



 
He also lived for us, as us! 
 
All my striving to please God ceases when I realise that Jesus lived 
and died as me. 
 
He took my place in death, and in life. 
 
If I am to find my identity, I must find it in Christ, because Christ 
lived and died as me. 
 
He took my place, my sin, my identity! 
 
That is why self-esteem and self-realisation are not Christian 
principles. 
 
Christ-esteem and Christ-realisation are the new garments – the new 
identity we are to put on. 
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All striving to please 
God ceases when we 
fully understand and 
acknowledge that Jesus 
lived and died as me.  
 
Our sanctification, holy 
living and purity is not 
an attempt to please 
God, but simply a 

response to His underserved love, forgiveness and acceptance. 
 
Our striving and efforts, our attempts to be a good Christian – are no 
longer what matters. 
 



That doesn’t mean we are not to reach for our highest and best efforts 
in all areas of our lives, but the motivation is not striving to please 
God, but simply a response to the underserved love He pours upon us! 
 
This is the subtle temptation for those of us who have been following 
the Lord for many years, perhaps even decades. 
 
We are tempted to learn to trust in ourselves, in our sanctification – 
instead of trusting in our Saviour. 
 
Matthew 11:28   
"Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give 
you rest. Take my yoke upon you and learn from me, for I am gentle 
and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls.  For my 
yoke is easy and my burden is light." 
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God doesn’t give us a lighter 
load – in fact the parable of the 
talents teaches us that God 
increases our work and 
responsibilities in His kingdom! 
(Matthew 18:23) 
 
Peace does not mean going at a 
slow pace through life, it means 
the pace of life increases, and 
that God gives us a stronger spine – a stronger back bone to carry the 
load – and this strength is His abundant and eternal peace and 
security! 
 
When our motivation to love, serve and please God is no longer to 
earn His smile, but an awareness that while I was yet a sinner, God 
loved me, and that all my righteousness is as filthy rags in His sight. 
 



Our motivation to please God is simply a response to the love He 
pours so freely upon our lives, as He sees Jesus in our hearts each time 
He looks in our direction. 
 
He was our substitute – our replacement – our life as a new born baby, 
as a young child, a growing teen and as a mature adult. 
 
Christ not only died as us, but He lived as us as well! 
 
Now, as we draw to a close, I want to leave you with a practical tool, 
insight and truth to motivate you towards reading, obeying and loving 
the Word of God – the Bible. 
 
One of the central themes of the Bible, is that it is Truth.  
 
Truth and Wisdom are twin sisters. 
 
The Bible is full of Truth and Wisdom, indeed all Truth and Wisdom 
comes from God. 
 
Scripture makes it clear that there is more Truth and Wisdom than is 
contained within the Bible. 
 
John 21:25 says that if all the good deeds, miracles and teachings of 
Jesus were written down, the amount of books would fill the whole 
earth! 
 
Proverbs teaches that wisdom stands at the gates of the city and shouts 
at those who pass her by! (Proverbs 1:20) 
 
What I am saying, is that God’s truth and wisdom are not just 
contained to the Bible, but that the Bible must be the filter, the 
benchmark by which all truth and wisdom is judged. 
 
In simple, lay-mans terms, what I am saying is this:  
 



Don’t think you have to sit down with just your 
Bible each day and try to read and understand 

something that bores you or doesn’t make sense. 
 
By all means, if you have reached a level of maturity where all you 
need is the Bible, and this is sustainable in your life – go for it! 
 
My encouragement to the rest of us, is that you find a helpful, relevant 
and anointed Daily Devotional book, and meditate upon it each day. 
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In that way, you will 
discover the 
incredible 
transforming power 
of Scripture in your 
life and situation.  
 
And by the way, what 
if you treated your 
Bible as you do your 
cell phone? 
 
Blessings. 
 
 
 
 
 
Next Week:  

The Incredible Transforming 
Power of Prayer! 


